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. MODEL GUIDELINES FOR FOSTER CARE,2016

ANNEXURE. A

APPLICATION FORM

To be submitted by foster parents in response to the advertisement given by

DCPU or an Agency permitted by DCPU

Agency /DCPU Details

Name of the Agency

Address

Telephone

Fax

Care giver/parent -1 Gare giver/parent -2

Name

Date of Birth

Age

Educational status

Marital status
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Nationality

Religion

Adhar card no.

Occupation

Address and contact details

Number of biological children

Annual income

Mother Tongue

Other language known

family members including children for

n
No

E We agree to participate in all training programmes organized by the

GovernmenU agency?

Yes l--l t.to n

F. We agree to facilitate the monitoring visit of the CPO/Social Worker to our

home and make all our fsrnIy members available for the meetings?
LJ T-l

D.
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yes

Details of Two references:

Declaration

hereby declare that the particulars furnished by us

in this application form are true to the best of our knowledge and belief. In case

any information is found to be incorrect, our application shall liable to be

No

zo.

We

rejected.

Date:

Place:

,..1,r,r'

Name &

I
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G. All words and expressions used but not defined in these Guidelines shall

have the same meaning as assigned to them in the Juvenile Justice (Care

and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

3, Premise

i. Non- formal Kinship

In India, non- formal kinship care is strong. Children without families or with

families who are unable to care for them are provided care by the members

of the joinUextended family members. In case a relative is not available or

willing to take care of the child, then the child is ptaced with a willing family

who shares a cultural, tribal and /or community connection same to that of

the child including friends of the parents, neighbours and members of the

same community/clan. This anangement is not to be formalized in these

guidelines as such care is embedded in our social milieu' Such non formal

kinship will continue as it is traditionally practiced in the country and will not

be covered under these guidelines. In case such non formal Kinship care

requires financial support it shall be considered under sponsorship program

as provided for under the Act or any other program of the State

Government.

ii. National Policy for Children, 2013

The National Policy for Children adopted in 2013 recognises that all

children have the right to grow in a family environment, in an atmosphere of

happiness, love and understanding' The family or family environment is

most conducive for the all-round development of children and they should

not to be separated from their parents, except where such separation is

necessary in their best interest.

4. Foster care

Foster care according to Section ,f4 of the JJ Act, 2015 children in need of

care and protection may be placed in foster care, including group foster

care for their care and protection through orders of the Commiftee.

Placement may be
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(a)inafamilywhichdoesnotincludethechi|d'sbio|ogica|oradoptive

parents i.e in an unrelated family recognised as suitable for a short or

extended Period of time;

( b) in a fit facility recognised under the Act for group foster care

4.1. Foster care is an anangement whereby a child is placed for the purpose of

altemate care in the domestic environment of a family, usually on a short term

or extended period of time, with unrelated family members for purpose of care

and protection.

4'1.1.Whi|ep|acingachi|dinfostercare,preferenceisgiventothosefami|ies

thatsharesimilarcu|tura|,triba|and/orcommunityconnection.Fostercarecan

be short lerm or for extended period of time depending upon the needs of the

child. The situations under which Foster care can be given will rest on the

cwcs based on their assessment of the individual case presented before

them.

Definition

i. Foster care for short term period means for a period of not more than

one year.

ii. Foster care for extended period of time is placement of a child by the

Committee for a period exceeding one year' The duration whether short

or long term will also be based on the assessment of the compatibility of

the child with the foster care parents the period of placement can be

periodica||yextendedbylheCommitteeti||thechi|dattainslSyearsof

age.

4'l.2Groupfostercareisdefinedasafami|ylikecareinafitfacilityfor
chi|dreninneedofcareandprotectionwhoarewithoutparenta|care.The

aim is to provide personalised care and a sense of belonging' identity and

emotional securitY'

Mi"ittrv 
"f 
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Group foster care is also practiced as an intennittent arrangement suitable

for children picked up from streets before placing them in family foster care.

Such placements help to make seamless transition from group to family

care. This placement aims to wean the children from street life' lt can also

help in de- institutionalising a child in providing alternate care to the child.

Hence, Group Foster care is practiced as a family setting where a group of

unrelated children are placed under the care of foster care givers in a fit

facility.

4.1.3 There are various models of group foster care which are being practiced

across the Country. These models are providing both short term and extended

security and stability to a limited number of children in as close as possible

family like settings or atmosphere. But they all must be registered as fit facility

under J J Act and the placement of children is to be as per the orders of CWCs'

5. Fundamental Principles of Foster Gare

i. Family or a family like environment is most conducive for a child

and every child has the right to grow in such an environment;

ii. Recognizing that every child has the right to grow in a family

environment, every aftempt must be made to reunite the child with

his biological family by strengthening the biological family through a

planned process;

iii. All decisions, initiatives and approaches falling within the scope of

the present Guidelines are to be made on a case-by-case basis,

based on the principles of necessity and appropriateness with a

view, to ensure the child's safety and security, and must be

grounded in the best interests of the child; He/she should be

informed and prepared throughout the process;

iv. All decisions, initiatives and approaches falling within the scope of

the present Guidelines must respect the child's right to be

consulted and to have child's views duly taken into account in
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accondance with his evoMng capacities; with full participation of

families and legal guardians where available;

v. Siblings and twins should be placed in one family or fit facility; the

limit on number of children to be placed in a single family or fit

facility can be relaxed in such a case.

Placement of the child in family or group foster care

i. The appropriateness of placement of a child in family foster

care or in group foster care in a fit facility may be determined

by CWC. Some of the factors to be borne in mind while

taking the decision are given below:

. level of trauma experienced by a child,

r history of drug addiction,

. level and type of disability,

. social behavior,

. requirement of any specialized care, terminal illness etc' and

r need to de institutionalize a child

o availability of facilities including

ii. Preference and consent of the child, or parents or

guardians, as the case maY be

iii. Availability of the option

iv. Suitability of the oPtion

7. Children eligible for foster care

Children in the age group of 0 to 6 years who are being considered by the

Committee as legally free for adoption and those who have been declared

legally free for adoption shall not as far as possible be considered for

placement in foster care. Such children shall be provided a permanent family

through adoption as per Adoption Regulations.

A. Children who are not being adopted after being declared legally free

for adoption by CWC
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(1) The following categories of such children may be considered for Foster

Care in following circumstances:

i. lf adoptable children between the age of 6 to 8 years do not get a family

either in in-country adoption or in inter-country adoption within a period of

two years after they are declared legally free for adoption by Child Welfare

Committee'suchchildrentobee|igib|etobep|acedinfami|yfostercareor

group foster care, as the case may be, by the Committee on the

recommendation of District child Protection Unit or specialised Adoption

Agency.

ii.ChildrenintheagegroupofStolEyears,whoare|ega||yfreeforadoption

but have not been selected by any Prospective Adoptive Parent (PAP) for

one year are eligible to be placed in family foster care or group foster care'

aSthecasemaybe,bytheCommitteeontherecommendationofDistrict

Child Protection Unit or Specialised Adoption Agency'

iii. children with special needs, inespective of the age, who do not get a

family either in in-country adoption or in inter-country adoption within a period

ofoneyearaftertheyaredeclared|egallyfreeforadoptionbyChi|dWe|fare

Committee,suchchildrenareeligibletobeplacedinfamilyfostercareor
group foster care, as the case may be, by the Committee on the

recommendation of District child Protection Unit or specialised Adoption

Agency,providedtheHomeStudyReportofthefosterfamilysupportstheir

fitness and group setting has facilities for care of such children'

a)Thecapacitiesofthefosterfami|ytomanagethechildshal|
determine the placement of special need children in that fami$'

b)Simi|ar|y,thep|acementofspecia|needchi|dreninafitfacility
sha||bedeterminedbytheavai|abi|ityoffacilitiesrequiredfor
such children in a fit facilitY
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B. Children not declared legally free for adoption by CWC

where the child has remained with a foster family for a minimum of five years

other than in pre-adoption foster care, the foster family may apply for adoption

of the child. Such foster parents will have to register on a separate page

created on child Adoption Resource lnformation and Guidance system under

the Adoption Regulations,20l 6.

c. children who may be deinstitutionalized and placed in Group Foster

care

i. Children in the age group of 6-18 years who have been staying in

child care institutions and have not been declared legally free may be

placed in foster care based on their individual care plan developed in the

institution:

ii. Children whose parents are terminally ill and have submifted a

request to the commiftee or the District child Protection unit for taking care

of their child as they are unable to take care of their child; such children

may be preferably placed in group foster care in a fit facility;

iii. Children identified by DCPU such as those

. whose parents are mentally ill and are unable to take care of

the child:

. whose one or both parents are in jail;

. who are victims of physical, emotional or sexual abuse,

natural /manmade disasters, agrarian distress and domestic

violence etc'

g. Rights and Responsibilities of foster family/ care givers of the fit

facility

8.1 Rights of a Child under Foster care

i. Child Welfare Committee, in conjunction with district and state

functionaries shall ensure that the foster child's best interest is
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upheld and his views are taken into consideration as far as

possible in his placement as well as the individual care plan

develooed:

ii. Child shall have access to information on the situation of his

biological family;

iii. Child shall have information/ access regarding govemment

schemes and programs for his/her development.

8.2 The foster parents have following rights:

i. Right to be heard and respected;

ii. Right of nondiscrimination on the basis of their social origin

iii. Right to adopt the same child following procedure prescribed

in JJ rule 44 (v)

8.3 The care givers of the fit facility have following rights:

i. Right to be heard and respected;

ii. Right of non-discrimination on the basis of their social origin

iii. Right to undergo trainings and counseling

iv. Right to resign as per the terms and conditions of appointment

and entitled to pay PF/retirement allowances

9. The foster family has the following responsibilities towards the

child placed in their care:

9.{ The Foster family shall

. provide adequate food, clothing, shelter and education

. provide care, support and treatment for child's overall physical,

emotional and mental health;

. provide vocational training according to the age, developmental

needs and interests of the child;

. support higher education requirements;

. ensure protection from exploitation, maltreatment, harm, neglect

and abuse and that child's whereabouts are known always;
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respect the privacy of the child and his biological family or

guardian, and acknowledge that any information provided about

them is confidential and is not to be disclosed to another party

without prior consent;

provide treatment in emergency situations and inform the

Committee and biological family about the same which may pass

appropriate orders wherever necessary;

share and discuss information pertaining to the progress of the

child in adjusting to the home and school; periodicalty with the

Committee and biological family of lhe child and produce the child

before the Committee as and when directed by the Committee;

support contact between the child and DCPU staff during home

visits;

support contact between the child and his biological family in

consultation with the Child Welfare Committee keeping in view the

best interest of the child;

9.2 Responsibilities of the care givers of the fit facility:

Besides providing food, boarding, lodging, education and maintaining the

standards of care in the fit facility, the care givers shall

. share and discuss information pertaining to the progress of the child in

adjusting to the home and school; periodically with the Committee and

biological family of the child and produce the child before the Committee

as and when directed by the Committee;

. support contact between the child and DCPU staff during home visits;

. support contact between the child and his biological family in

consultation with the Child Welfare Committee keeping in view the best

interest of the child:

o seek approval of the Committee through DCPU in advance for serious

medical matters such as operatic procedures and the use of anesthesia;

. ensure that the child's whereabouts are known at all times, including

reporting any changes in holiday plans and any episodes of running

away of child to the Commiftee;
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. report to the DCPU in case of any critical incidents such as injuries

(accidental or non-accidental), instances of alleged abuse by any

person and any criminal or seff+arming behaviors exhibited by the

child;

. support initiatives to provide life skills, vocational and higher

education to the child

10. Criteria for Selection of foster family

10.1 As per section 44(2) of the Act, the selection of the foster family may be

based on family's ability, intent, capacity and prior experience of taking care of

children.

The District Child Protection Unit, while selecting foster family may consider the

following illustrative criteria :

i. Both the spouses must be lndian citizens;

ii. Both the spouses must be willing to foster the same child;

iii. Both the spouses must be above the age of 35 years and must be

in good physical, emotional and mental health;

iv. Ordinarily the foster family should have an income with which

they are able to meet the needs of the child;

v. Medical reports of all the members of the foster care family

residing in the premises should be obtained including checks on

Human lmmuno Deficiency Virus (HlV), Tuberculosis (TB) and

Hepatitis B, any other communicable disease, cancer etc to
determine that they are medically fit;

vi. Should have adequate space and basic facilities;

vii. Should be willing to follow rules laid down including regular visits;

to doctors, maintenance of child health and their records;

viii. Should be willing to attend foster care orientation programs

organized by the DCPU;

ix. Must be without criminal conviction or indictment;

x. Should have supportive community ties with friends and neighbors
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